MAJOR CHARACTERISTICS

Agriculture: Economy of the Vishakhapatnam
district is agriculture oriented since 63% of workers
(as per 1981 Census) ekeout their livelihood from
agriculture. But agriculture has low growth poten-
tial in the district, since out of the total land area
of 11.16 lakh hects. arable area is only 3.85 lakh
heels, Average net cropped area per year is 2.81
lakh hects* and average net irrigated area is 1.04 lakh
hectares. Area sown more than once is 27* of the
net sown area while area irrigated more than once
is 5.7% of the net sown area. This higher cropping
intensity in the back drop of low growth potential
signifies that the cultivation practiced in the district
is one of distress type, due to which yield per hectare
of crops is comparatively lower in the district as
seen from the figures given below.

Crop

Yields per Hectare in Kgs.

In the district in Coastal Andhra

Rice
	926
	1,599

Bajra
	775
	875

Jowar
	599
	642

Ragi
	1,290
	1,333

Groundnut
	973
	1,217

Sugarcane (Gur)
	2,466
	7,361

For securing increased agricultural production
and improving the economy of the district, replace-
ment of focal varieties with high-yielding one has
faaen taken up artd the progress achieved in the
1971-81 decennium is given below.

Normal   Area under high-   Area   under Crop         extent    yielding variety   high-yielding (Haots )    at the beginn-   variety at the ing of 1971       beginning  of {.Hects,)        1981 (Hects.)
			
cn
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)

Paddy Haji* Groundnut RflHi
 ^tl^8fCail6
 M*fefr
 rrinLi..a nupeft
	88,650 58.450 23.040 34.940 28.060 5,820 31.700
	42,200 25,000 16,198 12,816 18,640 1.816 6,742
	46,400 49,700 20,896 16,000 20.463 2,018.. 12.676

Application of fertilisers to wet crops Paddy
and Sugarcane has also increased from 34.5 Kgs. of
'N' and 9.4 Kgs. of T' per hectare in 1971 to
48.7 Kgs. of 'N' and 16.1 Kgs. of 'P' in 1981. Short
term loans from Co-operative Institutions also have
gone up to Rs. 350 per hectare of wet cropped
area from Rs. 265 in the decennium. Land Ceil-
ings and distribution of Banjar lands have increased
the involvement of agriculturists especially marginal
and small farmers in the cultivation of land and
paved way for intensive cultivation in the decen-
nium. The variation in the percentage holdings
of these farmers here under bears this out.

1971

1981

1. Percentage holdings of
marginal farmers in the
total holdings of the
district

60.0

64.1

2.

3.

Percentage holdings of
small farmers in the total
holdings of the district

Percentage holdings of
other farmers in the total
holdings of the district

17.2

22.8

17.5

18.4

100.0         100.0

Agricultural practices also have changed for
the better. In wet areas raising of bajra or ragi as
Paddy crop preceder in Kharif season has come to
stay. Consequently the percentage area under
these crops has gone up to 17.5 and 9.5 from 12.3
and 9,0 respectively in the 1971-81 decennium.
Areas under low value crops like korra, varagu,
sama, horsegram etc., have decreased while areas
under high value crops like chillies, cashew,
groundnut redgram, niger etc,, have increased
which may be seen from the following table.

ColUctoc,

district